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Court orders 
NCDOT to 
begin paying 
landowners 


BY RICHARD STRADLING 
rstradling@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

The N.C. Department of 
Transportation has lost an ap- 
peal to a court order that it be- 
gin paying landowners whose 
property was subject to the Map 
Act, a state law that allowed the 
department to reserve corridors 
for future highways without 
buying the property. 

The state Supreme Court 
declared the law 
unconstitutional in the summer 
of 2016, concluding that it 
amounted to the government 
taking property without com- 
pensation. But NCDOT has 
appealed subsequent local court 
rulings that it begin to appraise 
property in the corridors and 
deposit money in accounts for 
the owners. Among the cases on 
appeal are more than two dozen 
involving landowners in the 
path of the planned Triangle 
Expressway extension across 
southern Wake County, be- 
tween Holly Springs and In- 
terstate 40. 

On Tuesday, the Court of 
Appeals issued a ruling that 
rejected the state’s arguments in 
211 Map Act cases in Forsyth 
and Guilford counties. The state 
had claimed that its rights and 
the rights of taxpayers weren’t 
being protected and that it had 
sovereign immunity from the 
lower court’s order that it begin 
compensating property owners. 

Attorneys for the plaintiffs 
and NCDOT disagreed over the 
significance of Tuesday’s ruling. 
Matthew Bryant, a Winston- 
Salem attorney whose firm rep- 
resents the majority of Map Act 
cases in the state, said it affirms 
that the owners had their prop- 
erty taken without proper com- 
pensation and that the state 
should begin paying them. 

“This opinion recognizes that 
the state cannot delay further 
and that its actions so far have 
been against our citizens’ 
interests,” Bryant wrote in an 
email. 

But Chuck Watts Jr., the 
general counsel for NCDOT, 
called the court’s decision a 
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Ending of protected status 
for Haitians draws criticism 


JULIA WALL jwall@newsobserver.com 


Roseline Compele, a member of the First Haitian Baptist Church in Mount Olive, speaks to the congregation in September about Temporary 
Protected Status. As many as 2,500 Haitians with TPS live in North Carolina, including 2,000 around Mount Olive and Clinton. 


BY MARTHA QUILLIN 
mquillin@newsobserver.com 


The termination of a program 
that allows Haitians who 
couldn’t return home after the 
2010 earthquake to remain in 
the United States is just another 
way that President Donald 
Trump is rewriting the nation’s 
immigration policy without 
going through Congress, an 
N.C. immigration advocate says. 

“It is disingenuous,” said 
Heather Scavone, director of the 
Humanitarian Immigration Law 
Clinic at Elon University School 
of Law. “This administration’s 
policy decision cannot be sep- 
arated from the extremely anti- 
immigrant rhetoric that they 
have promoted since before the 
inauguration. I think that what 


A woman carries a toddler through a flooded street in Port-au-Prince, 
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Haiti, on Nov. 6. Relief groups say conditions remain difficult in Haiti. 


we’re seeing is, across the 
board, whenever the president is 
able to restrict immigration 


without having to go to Con- 
gress to legislate something, 
he’s doing that.” 


About 58,000 Haitians are 
living in the United States under 
Temporary Protection Status, or 
TPS, including as many as 
2,500 in at least three commu- 
nities in North Carolina. Several 
hundred Haitians are living in 
High Point, and an estimated 
2,000 live around Mount Olive 
and Clinton. 

On Tuesday, President Donald 
Trump’s acting Secretary of 
Homeland Security Elaine Duke 
announced a decision to termi- 
nate the Temporary Protected 
Status designation for Haiti, with 
a delayed effective date of 18 
months. According to a release 
from Homeland Security, the 
decision to terminate TPS for 
Haiti was made after a review of 
conditions in the country. 
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Senate plan would tax college sports gear 


BY BRIAN MURPHY 
bmurphy@mcclatchydc.com 


WASHINGTON 

The money generated by all 
your Tar Heel, Wolfpack and 
Blue Devil hats, shirts and cof- 
fee mugs funds scholarships for 
students at your favorite uni- 
versity. 


Now Senate Republicans want 
some of that money to help pay 
for tax reform. 

Ordinarily, nonprofits don’t 
pay federal taxes on their in- 
come - and that includes most 
colleges. But under the Senate’s 
tax bill, royalties generated by 
nonprofits based on their names 
and logos will be taxed. It could 
be a large hit to universities with 


popular athletic departments 
that generate lots of money 
through merchandise sales — 
like the Triangle’s ACC schools. 
The University of North Car- 
olina-Chapel Hill generates 
several million dollars in licens- 
ing revenue every year. In the 
most recent fiscal year, UNC 
had $3.5 million in net revenue. 
If that money were taxed at 


the new corporate rate of 20 
percent, the federal govern- 
ment’s cut would be more than 
$704,000. 

The government expects to 
collect $2 billion over 10 years 
with the provision. 

Licensing is big business, and 
schools are determined to both 
protect and control use of their 
various logos, trademarks and 


name. Colleges made $348 
million in royalties in 2016, 
according to the International 
Licensing Industry 
Merchandisers’ Association. 
“College and universities rely 
on a lot of revenue streams 
other than tuition and state 
appropriations to help make up 
the gap as they need to cover 
the expenses of providing higher 
ed and pursuing academic and 
research missions,” said Liz 
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